
4 June 2018 Term 2:  Week 7 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

I hope you are all enjoying this beautiful winter sunshine. It is a timely reminder that jackets 
and jumpers are available from the office. Navy stockings and royal blue tracksuits are part 
of the uniform and are welcome to be worn during these colder mornings.  

Fashion Night 
On Friday night we held our school and community fashion night. This night was a great 
success and a wonderful fundraiser for the school. Any time you single out people to thank 
you run the risk of missing out on someone however it would be remiss of me not to thank 
the following people for the success of the night, both financially and to build community.  
Firstly thank you to Crystal for her vision, enthusiasm and expertise in organising the venue, 
food, ticket sales and coordinating with Sonia to ensure the night ran smoothly. 
The night would not have happened without the expertise of Sonia and Paula from Petrol 
Boutique. Thank you to Sonia, Thomas Year 4 and Jazelle, Prep for their expertise, time and 
organisation to allow us to use their clothes and for Sonia’s outstanding MC job on the 
night.  

I thank all the staff for their wrapping, moving, lifting and even some outstanding dancing 
on the night. As principal of this community I am lucky to have the privilege of leading such 
a dedicated and passionate staff and parents who lead learning and build community.  
Thank you to the sponsors who we have thanked publicly and will continue over the next 
couple of weeks for their support.  

And finally thank you for turning up, buying raffle tickets, bringing friends along and 
enjoying the night. If you have some photos from the fashion night and are happy to share 
them with the school, please email them through to pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au. 

State of Origin Winter Appeal 
Students are encouraged to wear Maroon or Blue clothing as part of a 
Free Dress day on Wednesday. As we have Brisbane Roar soccer clinics 
on Wednesday please ensure your child's clothing is suitable, including 
enclosed shoes. As part of wearing free clothes we encourage a 
donation of either gold coins or non perishable food items as part of 
the St Vincent De Paul Winter Appeal. 

ICAS 
Congratulations to the students who competed in the Science testing for ICAS last week. 
The English and Maths tests will be conducted over the following weeks. 

Regards,  
Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Last week was National Reconciliation Week, with a theme of ‘Don’t Keep History a 
Mystery: Learn. Share. Grow’. Learning and understanding more about Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander culture and our country’s story is a step towards unity. We all have a 
part to play in building respectful relationships and showing acceptance if we are to live in a 
world filled with peace and harmony.  

Congratulations to our 5/6 students and indigenous dancers for their respectful 
participation during the Sorry Day ceremony at Kalinga Park on Friday 25th May. Thank you 
to Noonga Reconciliation Group and Mrs Bev Hickey for the organisation of this annual 
event and for their support of our school. A special mention in acknowledging Noonga 
Reconcilation Group and their volunteers who have organised this event since 1998. 

Congratulations to Summer, Will, Seamus and Clancy who were confirmed on Sunday 29th 
May along with other children from our parish. It was great to see the involvement of these 
children, their families and our parish as those being confirmed took the next important 
step in their faith journey.  

Have a peaceful week, 

Dean Estreich 
APRE 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mr Dean Estreich 

FRIDAY - $5  
includes a sausage on 
bread, popper & snack 

Payment can be made to 
the school office via cash 

or EFTPOS.  
*For your convenience 

you are welcome to pay 
a couple of weeks  in 

advance or for a Term. 

School Banking  
is now on a 

MONDAY 

Winter Jackets & 
Jumpers available 

    $55 Jacket     $25 Jumper 

Please note the uniform 
NO longer sells  

Fleece Track Pants 

We encourage families to 
source these items from 

department stores. 

 Please ensure you buy 
royal blue or dark blue to 
suit our school uniform. 

KEYBOARD LESSONS  

with Steve Hawley 

St Mary of the Cross is very happy to offer Keyboard 
Lessons during school hours. Please contact Steve 

directly on 0431 014 375 if you are interested in this 
opportunity. 

Private & Group Lessons available (max. 4pp) 
Mon & Tue from $15 per 1/2hr 
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Dear Parents, 

Anxiety is something that we are all aware of and usually consider it as ‘bad’.  Not all 
anxiety is bad.  We need some anxiety to make us aware of danger, to spur us on to 
complete a task (eg homework project) and in similar situations.  Sometimes, however, that 
anxiety gets out of control.  Carley Hearne, Guidance Counsellor at St Mary of the Cross 
alerted me to this recent article in “Families Magazine” by Dr Rachel Kingsbury. 

Obvious triggers 
Despite our best intentions as parents, sometimes our children do experience stress and 
anxiety.  Death in the family, parents separating, loss of a pet, trauma (neglect and abuse), 
serious illness, moving schools, etc. can all create a normal anxious response in children.  
Their ability to cope generally comes down to how parents/educators/counsellors/
significant others help them to make sense of these things and resiliency factors. 

Parent factors 
Anxious parents produce anxious children.  Whether this is via genetics or environmental 
learning or a combination of both is unclear, but parental factors are a strong determinant 
in anxiety disorders in children.  This is not a blame-game.  As parents, we also come with 
our own histories, significant events, temperaments, and experience of once being 
parented.  But it is an important dynamic to understand. 

Child factors 
Some children are born with temperaments that mean they are more inclined to feel 
anxious, and some children have other factors that can influence anxiety such as learning 
difficulties or developmental disabilities (e.g. autism).   

What to do if your child has anxiety 

1. For really obvious triggers 
Help children to understand that emotional responses to tough situations are normal, teach 
them to problem solve, ask for help, and focus on your relationship that helps them feel 
safe.  

2. For parent factors 
Invest in your own psychology and develop an understanding that anxious-parenting styles 
incidentally communicate to the child that the world is unsafe.  This doesn’t mean being 
‘perfect’ as a parent, this just means recognizing how important you are in helping to 
organise your child’s emotions. 

3. For child factors 
As always, if you have concerns about your child talk to their classroom teacher. Your family 
GP can also be an excellent source of information and advice.  

Mary MacKillop would say:  “Let no obstacles deter you from proceeding with courage.” 

Have a week infused with courage. 

God bless, 
Sr Anne Cannon 
School Pastoral Worker      

 

NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS WEEK 

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers, without whom our school could not function.  

 
MINI VINNIES WINTER APPEAL 
Next Wednesday, 6 June is Queensland Day.  It also happens to be State of Origin Game 1.  
Children are asked to wear maroon to mark the occasion.  (If you really need to wear blue 
to keep Mr Beacroft happy, that’s okay!)  In return for a free dress day, you are asked to 
bring in a food item for the Vinnies Winter Appeal.  Soups, tinned meals, tinned vegetables, 
long life products, packaged food – all these non-perishable items are acceptable.  Let’s see 
if we can stock their pantry with enough food to last the Winter.  

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

JUNE 

1st Bonnie 

14th Bronte 

18th Arie 

21st Aiden J 

27th Seamus 
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Readers Cup and Poetry Competitions 

We are very excited to be part of two regional competitions in the coming weeks.  Readers Cup is a competition run by the 
Children’s Book Council of Australia (Queensland Branch).  Next Wednesday 6th June, five of our wonderful students are 
travelling to Hilder Rd State School with over ten other schools in the region to participate in this competition: James, Halle, Eli, 
Savannah and Eric.  We wish them all the very best! 

The regional poetry competition is run by Noel Stallard (Bush Poet), who recited poetry at our school two years ago as part of 
our Book Week celebrations.  The students involved in this completion are James and Zac.  A very special mention to James, 
who is participating in both competitions, and to Zac, who is participating for the second year in a row.  Good luck on 
Wednesday 13th June boys! 

The theme for Reconciliation Week is ‘Don’t keep history a mystery’.  We are blessed at St Mary of the Cross to have Aunty 
Maud and Jack in our school, who are able to give us a first-person account of their country and family history. If you share an 
interest in the history of Australia, I would encourage you to pay a visit to Kuril Dhagun at the State Library of Queensland 
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/library-spaces/kuril-dhagun, or visit the Reconciliation Australia website https://
www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/. DON’T KEEP HISTORY A MYSTERY!  

Happy reading! 

Nena Morgante 

NEWS from the LIBRARY  

HEALTHY LUNCHES - Sweet Potato & Cheese Muffins 

These are from the Cancer Council and provide another way to introduce vegetables into the diet. 

Ingredients 
 olive or canola oil spray 
 1 ½ cups self-raising flour 
 ½ cup wholemeal self-raising flour 
 ½ cup sweet potato, peeled and grated 
 2 tbs Parmesan cheese, grated 
Method  
1. Preheat oven to 200ºC (180ºC fan forced). 

2. Lightly spray muffin tins with oil or line with paper cases. 

3. Sift flours into a medium sized bowl, returning husk remaining in the sieve to the bowl. 

4. Mix in sweet potato, cheese, capsicum, spring onion and pepper. 

5. In a bowl, whisk milk and eggs together. 

6. Add to dry ingredients and mix through until just combined. 

7. Spoon into prepared muffin pan. 

8. Bake for 25 minutes until muffins are firm and a knife inserted into the centre comes out clean. 

9. Allow to cool in the tin for a few minutes then turn onto a wire rack. 

 ½ red capsicum, finely chopped 
 3 spring onions (including green tops), ends trimmed, chopped 
 pepper, to taste 
 1 cup low-fat milk 
 2 eggs 

http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/library-spaces/kuril-dhagun
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/


	  

YOU ARE INVITED! 
We are super excited to announce our first full school performance in many 
years. This year we have been focusing on the book, “The Cow Tripped Over the 
Moon,” in Art, Drama and Music.  The students of St Mary of the Cross, from 
prep to grade six, have created a play around the book with musical 
performances, dance and film. We would love for you to come and enjoy the 
show. All are welcome!!! 
 
SHOW DETAILS  
DATE - Thursday 14th June   
TIME – 2pm 
LOCATION – St Mary of the Cross School 
	  



CODING &  
ROBOTICS  
FOR KIDS  

For more info and to register,  
please visit www.jnrengineers.com.au
Need more info? Email us at  
admin@jnrengineers.com  
or call 07 3703 1007

Learn to design & build computer games, robots and other exciting digital creations.
The school holiday activity for kids who love computers and technology.

REGISTER NOW.  
PLACES ARE LIMITED.

WHAT TO EXPECT
 Experienced instructors
 9:1 student instructor ratios
 Fun & interactive classes

 

WE PROVIDE
 Workshops for all ages
 Classes for beginners to advanced skills
 Exciting programs with mini challenges

 

The #1 tech program teaching 1000s of students at over  
60+ Australian schools since 2013

LOCATIONS 
• St Peters Lutheran College - 66 Harts Rd, Indooroopilly; and  
• EDSCO Superstore Conference Room: 12B Windorah St, Stafford 

July  
School Holiday Program

The #1 kids tech 
program teaching 
1000’s of students,  
at over 60 Australian 
schools since 2013.

For more info and to register,  
please visit www.jnrengineers.com.au
Need more info? Email us at  
admin@jnrengineers.com  
or call 07 3703 1007

July  
School Holiday Program
We have two weeks of hands-on and exciting workshops in coding and robotics so  
students can have fun with technology and transform into talented junior engineers!

REGISTRATION  
NOW OPEN

Coding Workshops
Learn to Code to Develop Apps,  
Websites and Video Games
Learn the foundations of coding with Scratch and 
CodeMonkey. Learn languages such as Python, JavaScript & 
HTML. Fun, interactive and engaging challenges delivered 
each day. For new and returning students.
Group 1: grades 2 & 3     Group 2: grades 4 +
9 - 11 July
(3 x Half-Days) Investment: $180  
or 
(3 x Full Days) Investment: $300  

Learn to Code with Minecraft
Play Minecraft with like-minded students and experience 
the joy in learning how to code to control and enhance your 
favourite game. 

Suitable for students in grades 4 +
2 - 4 July (3 x Half-Days)  
Investment: $199  

12 July (1-Day)  
Investment: $130  

WORKSHOP 
SCHEDULE

Robotics Workshops 
Create a Robotic Vehicle  
with Artificial Intelligence
Using Arduino, build a robotic car 
and code it with artificial intelligence 
to autonomously navigate an 
obstacle course.  Suitable for students in grades 5 +

2 - 4 July (3 x Half-Days)  
Investment: $199 + $50 for the robotic kit which 
students keep

Fun with Micro:bits
Micro:bits are pocket-sized, codeable 
computers that students will code to 
create text and emojis, colour displays, 
music, games and more! Suitable for 
students in grades 3 +
5 - 6 July (2 Days) 
Investment: $240 + $30 for the robotics kit which 
students keep
13 July (1-Day) 
Investment: $130 + $30 for the robotics kit which 
students keep

Students are required to bring their own laptop and power cord

Mon  
2 July

Tue  
3 July

Wed  
4 July

Thurs  
5 July

Fri  
6 July

Mon  
9 July

Tue  
10 July

Wed  
11 July

Thurs  
12 July

Fri  
13 July

8:30 -  
12:15

Learn to Code with 
Minecraft (3 Half-Days) Fun with 

Micro:bits 
(2 Days)

Learn to 
Code with 
Mine-craft

(1 Day)

Fun with 
Micro:bits
+ Arts and 

Crafts
(1 Day)

12:45 - 
16:30

Create a Robotic Vehicle  
with Artificial Intelligence

(3 Half-Days)

Learn to Code to  
Develop Apps, Websites  

and Video Games 

(3 Half-Days or 3 Full-Days) 

REGISTER NOW.  
PLACES ARE LIMITED.
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